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At & conference held by the East Berlin HO-Krelsbetricbe {district HO concerns)

on 30 October 1953; et which the. achievements of private trade in comperison

with state-run concerns and cooperatives were discussed, "source learned thet of the
totel sale of-gouods in East Germasy in +he second quafter of 1953, 9.8 percent
involved private retsilers and 90.2 percent steterrun coneerns end cooperatives.

In lete October 1953 , 38 vercent of the goods for the fourth quarter-were held
avalleble for privete retailers. It was belleved that t_he goods available would
be ordered’and sold, while it was doubted that stete-controlled retail shops

-80d retell cooperstives s which hed their warehouses full of non-selling ‘goods,
would Bg, eble to compste with private retallers even during the Christmss. seasan,
slnee host buyers preferred to shop in private stores. It Was sald thet private-
trade agtivities were being furthered in order to raise the selling efficlency

of state-run concerns by the private retailers? competitlon and that this could

be dropped later.  I% was also steted that eble members of staffs' of state~controlled
and cooperative retail shops preferred employment at privete retall firms which
wovided better treatment and better payment with less political .indoctrination)

in eddition to permitting personel-irdtiative.
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